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bishop, who should exercise all ecclesiastical jurisdiction in matters of religion. The arrogant bearing of these priests soon offended the high-minded Monarch. They began to announce that the Pope, upon the marriage treaty, assumed to himself, or his delegates, the direction and control of the Queen's whole family ; and that the King of England, being a heretic, had no power to intermeddle therein.1 Beneath the influence of this false teaching the Queen became somewhat restless under the King's authority, and an unhappy estrangement ensued between the Royal pair. Buckingham did what he could to enlarge this infelicity lest the Queen's influence might prevail against his own.2
As a matter of fact, the contract of marriage between Charles and his vivacious Queen contained certain concessions which the youthful Monarch, under the glamour of ardent and irresponsible love, had yielded without alarm. But with a larger experience in life, Charles as a reflecting husband and hopeful father, now observed with dismay that these obligations pinched his conscience and irritated his mind. One article of the treaty provided that " the children of this future marriage shall be brought up by their mother till the age of thirteen years/'3 With the Catholics this was doubtless a stipulation for the religion of the children. " James the First," says a Dutch historian of the times, " here betrayed the cause of his religion, and thus drew on his posterity all their calamities." That this obligation became hateful to Charles is shown by an authentic story which represents the King as coming into the Queen's chamber during the early infancy of their first child, and beholding a Catholic priest about to baptise it, whereupon Charles stopped him and called in an Episcopal minister, who performed the rite.* Among the last letters still extant which Charles wrote to the Prince of Wales
1 Rushworth, vol. i., p. 423.                                2 Clarendon, vol. i., p. 39.
8 Hume says : " It can scarce be questioned that this article, which has so odd an appearance, was inserted only to amuse the Pope, and was never intended by either party to be executed."
4 Disraeli, Life of Charles /., London, 1838, 5 vols., vol. iii., p. 148.